
751 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior § 226.31 

the lease, other than by cancellation. 
Exceptions include personal property 
not limited to tools, tanks, pipelines, 
pumping and drilling equipment, der-
ricks, engines, machinery, tubing, and 
the casings of all wells: Provided, That 
when any lease terminates, all such 
personal property shall be removed the 
word ‘‘terminates’’; and in the last sen-
tence of the paragraph, within 90 days 
or such reasonable extension of time as 
may be granted by the Superintendent. 
Otherwise, the ownership of all casings 
shall revert to Lessor and all other per-
sonal property and permanent improve-
ments to the surface owner. Nothing 
herein shall be construed to relieve les-
see of responsibility for removing any 
such personal property or permanent 
improvements from the premises if re-
quired by the Superintendent and re-
storing the premises as nearly as prac-
ticable to the original state. 

(b) Upon cancellation of lease. When 
there has been a cancellation for cause, 
Lessor shall be entitled and authorized 
to take immediate possession of the 
lease premises and all permanent im-
provements and all other equipment 
necessary for the operation of the 
lease. 

(c) Wells to be abandoned shall be 
promptly plugged as prescribed by the 
Superintendent. Applications to plug 
shall include a statement affirming 
compliance with § 226.28(b) and shall set 
forth reasons for plugging, a detailed 
statement of the proposed work includ-
ing kind, location, and length of plugs 
(by depth), plans for mudding and ce-
menting, testing, parting and removing 
casing, and any other pertinent infor-
mation: Provided, That the Super-
intendent may give oral permission 
and instructions pending receipt of a 
written application to plug a newly 
drilled hole. Lessee shall remit a fee of 
$15 with each written application for 
authority to plug a well. This fee will 
be refunded if permission is not grant-
ed. 

(d) Lessee shall plug and fill all dry 
or abandoned wells in a manner to con-
fine the fluid in each formation bearing 
fresh water, oil, gas, salt water, and 
other minerals, and to protect it 
against invasion of fluids from other 
sources. Mud-laden fluid, cement, and 
other plugs shall be used to fill the 

hole from bottom to top: Provided, 
That if a satisfactory agreement is 
reached between Lessee and the surface 
owner, subject to the approval of the 
Superintendent, Lessee may condition 
the well for use as a fresh water well 
and shall so indicate on the plugging 
record. The manner in which plugging 
material shall be introduced and the 
type of material so used shall be sub-
ject to the approval of the Super-
intendent. Within 10 days after plug-
ging, Lessee shall file with the Super-
intendent a complete report of the 
plugging of each well. When any well is 
plugged and abandoned, Lessee shall, 
within 90 days, clean up the premises 
around such well to the satisfaction of 
the Superintendent. 

[39 FR 22254, June 21, 1974. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982, as amended at 55 FR 
33115, Aug. 14, 1990] 

REQUIREMENTS OF LESSEES 

§ 226.30 Lessees subject to Super-
intendent’s orders; books and 
records open to inspection. 

Lessee shall comply with all orders 
or instructions issued by the Super-
intendent. The Superintendent or his 
representative may enter upon the 
leased premises for the purpose of in-
spection. Lessee shall keep a full and 
correct account of all operations, re-
ceipts, and disbursements and make re-
ports thereof, as required. Lessee’s 
books and records shall be available to 
the Superintendent for inspection. 

§ 226.31 Lessee’s process agents. 
(a) Before actual drilling or develop-

ment operations are commenced on 
leased lands, Lessee or Assignee, if not 
a resident of the State of Oklahoma, 
shall appoint a local or resident rep-
resentative within the State of Okla-
homa on whom the Superintendent 
may serve notice or otherwise commu-
nicate in securing compliance with the 
regulations in this part, and shall no-
tify the Superintendent of the name 
and post office address of the rep-
resentative appointed. 

(b) Where several parties own a lease 
jointly, one representative or agent 
shall be designated whose duties shall 
be to act for all parties concerned. Des-
ignation of such representative should 
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be made by the party in charge of oper-
ations. 

(c) In the event of the incapacity or 
absence from the State of Oklahoma of 
such designated local or resident rep-
resentative, Lessee shall appoint a sub-
stitute to serve in his stead. In the ab-
sence of such representative or ap-
pointed substitute, any employee of 
Lessee upon the leased premises or per-
son in charge of drilling or related op-
erations thereon shall be considered 
the representative of Lessee for the 
purpose of service of orders or notices 
as herein provided. 

§ 226.32 Well records and reports. 
(a) Lessee shall keep accurate and 

complete records of the drilling, re-
drilling, deepening, repairing, treating, 
plugging, or abandonment of all wells. 
These records shall show all the forma-
tions penetrated, the content and char-
acter of oil, gas, or water in each for-
mation, and the kind, weight, size, 
landed depth and cement record of cas-
ing used in drilling each well; the 
record of drill-stem and other bottom 
hole pressure or fluid sample surveys, 
temperature surveys, directional sur-
veys, and the like; the materials and 
procedure used in the treating or plug-
ging of wells or in preparing them for 
temporary abandonment; and any 
other information obtained in the 
course of well operation. 

(b) Lessee shall take such samples 
and make such tests and surveys as 
may be required by the Superintendent 
to determine conditions in the well or 
producing reservoir and to obtain in-
formation concerning formations 
drilled, and shall furnish reports there-
of as required by the Superintendent. 

(c) Within 10 days after completion of 
operations on any well, Lessee shall 
transmit to the Superintendent the ap-
plicable information on forms fur-
nished by the Superintendent; a copy 
of electrical, mechanical or radioactive 
log, or other types of survey of the well 
bore; and core analysis obtained from 
the well. Lessee shall also submit other 
reports and records of operations as 
may be required and in the manner and 
form prescribed by the Superintendent. 

(d) Lessee shall measure production 
of oil, gas, and water from individual 
wells at reasonably frequent intervals 

to the satisfaction of the Super-
intendent. 

(e) Upon request and in the manner 
and form prescribed by the Super-
intendent, Lessee shall furnish a plat 
showing the location, designation, and 
status of all wells on the leased lands, 
together with such other pertinent in-
formation as the Superintendent may 
require. 

§ 226.33 Line drilling. 

Lessee shall not drill within 300 feet 
of boundary line of leased lands, nor lo-
cate any well or tank within 200 feet of 
any public highway, any established 
watering place, or any building used as 
a dwelling, granary, or barn, except 
with the written permission of the Su-
perintendent. Failure to obtain ad-
vance written permission from the Su-
perintendent shall subject lessee to 
cancellation of his/her lease and/or 
plugging of the well. 

[39 FR 22254, June 21, 1974. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982, as amended at 55 FR 
33116, Aug. 14, 1990] 

§ 226.34 Wells and tank batteries to be 
marked. 

Lessee shall clearly and permanently 
mark all wells and tank batteries in a 
conspicuous place with number, legal 
description, operator, and telephone 
number, and shall take all necessary 
precautions to preserve these mark-
ings. 

[55 FR 33116, Aug. 14, 1990] 

§ 226.35 Formations to be protected. 

Lessee shall, to the satisfaction of 
the Superintendent, take all proper 
precautions and measures to prevent 
damage or pollution of oil, gas, fresh 
water, or other mineral bearing forma-
tions. 

§ 226.36 Control devices. 

In drilling operations in fields where 
high pressures, lost circulation, or 
other conditions exist which could re-
sult in blowouts, lessee shall install an 
approved gate valve or other control-
ling device which is in proper working 
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